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An Irish Blessing:

“In the New Year, may your right hand always be stretched out in
friendship and never in need.”
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HAPPY

New Year’s Reality Check

NEW YEAR

Another year, another chance
To start our lives anew;
This time we’ll leap old barriers
To have a real breakthrough.

EVERYONE

We’ll take one little step
And then we’ll take one more,
Our unlimited potential
We’ll totally explore.
Look For The Good
In the New Year, let's resolve
to get less stressed, upset, anxious
about things over which we have no control.
Lets have a narrower focus on our lives,
loving and helping our family and friends,
making our community a better place to live,
to create peace and contentment.
In the New Year, let's resolve
to pay less attention to depressing stories
on TV, in magazines and newspapers,
and to stop focusing on what we want
that we haven't got,
instead of appreciating
the many blessings we do have.
In the New Year, let's look for the good.
We may have to search
through a mass of negative media,
but the good is there,
all around us.
I wish for you a New Year filled with good,
engulfed in serenity and happiness!
By Joanna Fuchs

We’ll show off all our talents
Everyone will be inspired;
(Whew! While I’m writing this,
I’m getting very tired.)
We’ll give up all bad habits;
We’ll read and learn a lot,
All our goals will be accomplished,
Sigh...or maybe not.
Oh well, Happy New Year anyway!
By Joanna Fuchs

We are gearedup for Weddings
at Holy Trinity Church,
and in local hotels.

This is our first wedding in
2016,which was held in
The Galosol Hotel
Caniço Do Baixo

Dolly Garton
& Gagan Lushai

DIARY 2016
January
Sunday 17th
Saturday 23rd
February
Saturday 6th
Wednesday 10th
Thursday 18th

Mediterranean Lunch
Film Supper Night

Sunday 21st
Saturday 27th

CARNIVAL DINNER NIGHT
Ash Wednesday
Fish-n-Chip Supper & Quiz Night
(Fundraiser for Flower Festival Flowers)
Afternoon ART Master Class
Film Supper Night

March
Friday 4th
Sunday 6th
Saturday 19th
Sunday 20th
Sunday 27th

Women’s World Day of Prayer
Mothering Sunday Lunch – IRISH Theme
Film Supper Night
Palm Sunday
EASTER

EASTER FLORAL DECORATIONS
YOU MAY CARE TO DONATE SOMETHING TOWARDS
THE FLOWERS IN CHURCH AT EASTER IN MEMORY
OF A LOVED ONES, WHOSE NAMES WILL BE PLACED
IN THE LADY CHAPEL FOR EASTER WEEK.

April
Friday 8th – Tuesday 12th
Sunday 10th
Sunday 24th
Saturday 30th

FLOWER FESTIVAL
& ART EXHIBITION
Curry Lunch
“149th” Birthday Party
& Portuguese BBQ Lunch
Film Supper Night

A New Heaven and a New Earth
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea
was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband; and I heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, ‘Behold, the dwelling of God is with men.
He will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and
God himself will be with them; he will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither
shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain any more, for
the former things have passed away.’ And he who sat upon
the throne said, ‘Behold I make all things new. ……… To
the thirsty I will give from the fountain of the water of life
without payment. …...’” Revelation 21. 1ff
Richard Baxter (1615 – 1691) was an influential and
sometimes controversial theologian and poet in England in
the seventeenth century. His whole adult life was spent
battling one sickness after the other. He was harassed by a
constant cough, frequent nosebleeds, migraine headaches,
digestive ailments, kidney stones, and gallstones. He
believed in supernatural healing and said several times he
was restored to fruitful labour because of God's direct
intervention. He said once a cancerous looking tumour in
his throat vanished while he was in the pulpit testifying to
God's mercies in his own life. Yet bodily suffering was
with him to the end, and he once said that from the age of
21 he was "seldom an hour free from pain."
One of the effects of this suffering was to make him
intensely conscious of how temporary life is and how
inevitable death.. Once, when he was 35, he was
bed-bound by one of his diseases and thought he would
probably not recover.

He began to meditate on the joys of heaven and the age to
come in preparation for leaving this world. He focused
especially on "the hope of glory" and began to write his
thoughts.
To his surprise he recovered and his thoughts became a
book entitled The Saints' Everlasting Rest. He took up the
practice of meditating on heaven a half hour each day because of the powerful impact it had on his life. He commended the same thing to his readers. He said, “If you
would have light and heat, why are you not more in the
sunshine? For want of this recourse to heaven, your soul is
as a lamp not lighted, and your duty as a sacrifice without
fire. Fetch one coal daily from this altar, and see if your
offering will not burn . . . Keep close to this reviving fire,
and see if your affections will not be warm.” (Christianity Today
16.12.91)

There are some things we all crave: Spiritual, Moral and
Physical health and strength. We seek Right Relationships
with God in the New Creation he has promised us.
Richard Baxter would say to us that these are worthy
goals, but we won’t find them outside Heaven! Our problem is that we live our lives in the hope that one day some
one will bring it all to pass – any one, so long as it’s not us.
Perhaps we should try living there in the first place and,
just perhaps, we will experience something of this Newness for ourselves.
‘The Kingdom of God is not coming
with things that can be observed; nor
will they say, “Look, here it is!” or
“There it is!” For, in fact, the kingdom
of God is among you.’ (Luke 17.20f)
In Madeira, aren’t we lucky to live
in the Sunshine??!!

Our Flower Team have been planning their displays for the
Flower Festival in April, and have arranged some events to
raise funds for the flowers! They have to find at least €600
to buy the flowers at a time when the whole city is buying
them!! Orders have to be placed months in advance. As an
observer, I am quite excited by the ideas that I have heard
being exchanged. I give no secrets away.
The team would be pleased to receive any donations —
in memoriam or otherwise!!

THIS IS THE FILM NIGHT CREW
Here are are the films arranged for the next
six months. We hope you are around for
some of them! This year we will be selling
tickets which will be available from me,
Jean Faulkner (shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk
or telephone 965733057 for 12 Euros each
which includes a two course meal themed
to the film. We ask that you arrive at 6p.m.
for 6.30p.m. meal.
After supper on 27th February Jean will
share her memories of her maritime
experiences. The meal will mimic a dinner
that was served on the Union Castle Ships
that plied from UK to South Africa in times
gone by. Jean will tell the story and share
photographs of her month-long adventure down the coast of West Africa
from Malaga to Cape Town following the old Union Castle route.
January 23rd
February 27h
March 19th
April 16th
May 14th
June 18th

What We Did On Our Holidays
Special Jean’s Maritime Memories Night
Bond movie Spectre
Big Eyes
Pirates of the Caribbean (no.1)
Walk the Line

Next renovations!
New Pew Cushions €6,000
&
40 New Wooden Chairs & 6 Twin
Benches For The Trinity Rooms
€6,000
All will be manufactured locally.
Uncomfortable and worn out in
church, and the antique chairs are
being broken because they are brittle
and unsuitable for wooden floors—
the legs spread and people are being
injured when they collapse!!
Surviving chairs will be stored.

REVIEW OF MADEIRAN RESTAURANTS
ZARCOS Restaurante Grill’Charrascaria’
This restaurant is on the Estrada Conde Carvalha No 136 at Sao Gonzalo which has a magnificent view from the ‘old road to the airport’
looking over Funchal and the Port. There is a very friendly
atmosphere and the staff are pleasant. A comprehensive menu of
grilled meat, fish and vegetables is rounded off with a good selection
of sweets. Starters are also available and the house wines are very
good. This is a medium cost (say 20 euros for 2 courses and coffee)
restaurant but you get very good value for money. The service is quick
and efficient but not over- powering . There are limited parking spaces
but side streets also available. This place has a feeling of being out of
town on the east side but still part of it. To book call 291795599 or
email zarcos.restaurante@gmail.com

I met this Missionary Priest in Londonderry a coupe of years ago, and have
received his newsletter ever since. He is a very brave man who stands up for
marginalised children. I thought you might like to share his latest:
THE JOY OF CHILD FREEDOM
Fr. Shay Cullen
This was a very happy Christmas and New Year celebration for the 70 children,
boys and girls IN THE PREDA children’s homes in Zambales. They are
recovering and finding a new life.
The boys are from the ages of nine to 15 years old and have been rescued from
terrible sub-human jail conditions. The girls have been rescued from the rapists
and the sex bars; some are victims of human trafficking and sex slavery. Other
are rescued form their abusive parents.
The greatest moment for the children is to be to be rescued from cages and the
prison cells or saved from brothels and rapists. To be rescued and be brought to
a place that is in a beautiful location in the countryside surrounded by nature and
to feel safe from the abusers is what the children tell is their greatest joy .
The first thing a child will experience in the Preda children’s home is freedom,
respect and a feeling that they are wanted and belong to a family.
It is the community spirit of affirmation, support, encouragement, respect and
dignity that the children love. They are taught their rights and human dignity and
received therapy and values formation and education.
They soon learn that the abuse done to them is a heinous crime, that it is always
wrong for the adult and the children are not to blame. Usually the adult will
claim that the child seduced them and the child gave consent.
This cannot be upheld anywhere.
The case of Marianne, is a case of abduction and human trafficking of a deaf
mute child who had no way to cry out and defend herself or even to make a
complaint. A woman using sign language offered her snacks and food in a 7/11
store in the next town. There she was introduced to two men and they brought
her to a hotel and raped her continually for almost 24 hours.
Her sister was looking for her and traced her to the hotel and called the police.The rapists were arrested and Marianne was rescued. But her two sisters
took her home but blamed her and shaved off her hair as a punishment as if she
had been responsible for her own abduction.
Marianne’s grandmother got help from the Preda social workers and Marianne
found shelter and protection and therapy at the Preda Home for girls. It was a
difficult case but the therapists and social workers communicated with her with
the basic sign language taught to them by her sister. The police chief of
Castellijos, Zambales allowed the suspects to walk free without filing charges
for reasons unknown and it’s not the first time abusers are granted impunity.
Later the Preda social workers filed the charges but the suspects have long fled.

THE
CHRISTMAS WISHES
APPEAL
This year our Christmas Appeal shared receipts between our Restoration Fund and “ACREDITAR”, a local Association of Parents
& Friends of Children with Cancer. “ADREDITAR” also has 3
centres on mainland Portugal. They help parents who need to travel to visit their children, and they have a group of children in each
centre who have survived cancer to give encouragement to those
who are undergoing treatment. There are 15 children in the hospital here, at the moment. Thank you to everyone who bought baubles from “The Bauble Lady” on Sundays, and at the Christmas
Fair. The picture above shows here handing over a cheque for
€270 and bags of toys to “ACREDITAR”

THE CHRISTMAS FAIR RAISED €1800
A GREAT BIG THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HELPED!!
The Folk Group from Machico were a wonderful addition
to our day, and encouraged our visitors to dance!!

Marianna was saved abduction and sex slavery. Later she was reintegrated
to the loving care of her grandmother and is still in the Preda outreach care
program.
So many of these children on the street and in jails are suffering rejection,
physical and verbal abuse and worst of all some suffer grave sexual abuse.
They are driven out of the homes to the streets and are immediately abducted
and recruited by pimps and human traffickers and sold to paedophiles, bars
and brothels for the foreign and local sex tourists.
Poverty is a large factor in this as the children are neglected and go hungry
in the shacks and hovels of city squatters. They are subjected to abusive
language and bad treatment. A recent survey in the Philippines discovered
that 50 percent of the population of 104,000.000 people consider themselves
poor. (See www.preda.org)
While the vast majority of Filipino parents are kind loving and very
protective of their children a segment have been themselves abused and they
repeat that abuse in a cycle of violence. They don’t know how to give love
because they never received any. The Preda home tries to change the parents
and relative’s attitudes by family therapy. The children will hopefully never
repeat what was done to them.
How parents live, behave, and care for the family and respect and help their
neighbours has a huge impact on the children. If the children see and feel the
concern of the parents for them and for others they know that they themselves are truly loved. They will in turn grow up to be young adults with
strong values and with love, concern and compassion for others and for their
own children.
The majority of these child detention centres are under the direct control and
responsibility of the municipal or city administrations and the national office
of the president and the secretary of social welfare and development (DENR)
have little jurisdiction over them. The local government officials’ are illegally detaining the children.
What is needed is a new law to give back the responsibility and care of
abused and neglected children to the national government and more international intervention to bring the Philippine municipal governments to respect
the convention of the rights of the child and Philippine law.
For children to be physically, sexually and psychologically abused inside
government facilities is a serious crime. Seehttp://www.preda.org/mailings/
mail.cgi/r/preda/152907632089/revjwblair/btinternet.com/. Who is capable
of bringing charges against them.? We can protest and challenge government
to change this situation and allow us to give new life to these children?
Preda.org
shaycullen@preda.org

CHRISTMAS WAS FUN
HERE!!!

We rounded
off our Christmas
Festivities with an
EPIPHANY TEA
which was really
an extension of
Mary’s Bridge
afternoon. —

We had sandwiches, sausage
rolls, crackers and extra cakes.
It happened that John Grant was celebrating his
great age, and of course one cake was decorated
with candles for the traditional ceremony!!

