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Every Parish on the Island has a Nativity
Scene or“ Presépio “

December 2016
Funchal

Madeiran Presépios
The Madeiran Presépio has evolved
from the traditional northern Portuguese nativity scene into something
now only found on the Island of Madeira and in a region of north eastern
Brazil*.
The centre of the piece is still a nativity
scene, whether life size or a model,
but enhanced by a depiction of village
life as it once was. It has become a
homage to fore bearers , who struggled through adversity to make it !
Invariably the Presépio is “Grotto-like” , a darkened area with artificial lights. Running water is usually a feature, as are livestock,
both models and live. Another feature is a walk-through house featuring articles usually only found now in museums, but lovingly
kept by Madeiran households to
be displayed every year in order
to create a depiction of village
life that has now largely disappeared. Another essential is
newly germinated wheat, which
on first sight looks like grass but is there to symbolise new
growth/a new beginning/ a
fresh start!
Each year the aim is to build a better one than last year. One of last
years highlights was in Calheta where the fire brigade turned half
of their building into a flowing stream with waterfalls, a working
mill wheel and mill pond complete with gold fish!
* When the sugar trade left for Brazil the skilled workers went with
it, hence the link of Madeiran and Brazilian Presépios.

Supper night
Saturday 10 December
All are welcome to attend this social event, we serve a
2 course meal at 6.30 p.m.prompt.
Followed by a film. Names to Jean Faulkner on shallomhouse@freeuk.co.uk or Canon John Blair on
revjwblair@gmail.com by Wednesday previous if possible. Cost is 12.50 euros with a cash bar available.
Tonight's film is one of a series of biographical films
we are running. To tempt you into the land of Beatrix
Potter we will serve Cumberland Pie; green salad and
carrot cake and ice-cream
All of which will prepare you for the film to follow,
which is:

Miss Potter
Unmarried thirty something Beatrix Potter (Renee Zelweger) a talented illustrator and budding children's author finds a publisher in
Norman Warne (Ewan McGregor)
and the combination results in a
delightful partnership enchantingly portrayed in this beautifully realised film.

You'll love it.

Restaurant Review December 2016
The place chosen this
month is the charming
Quinta da Penha de Franca
Rua Imperatriz da Amelia
No 85;9000-081; Funchal.
It is situated in one of the
best areas of Funchal, just
10 minutes walking distance
from the centre and being
alongside the docks and marina. It has its own seafront
and two swimming pools where guests can swim.
The property is on two levels. The main restaurant is alongside the
sea but for afternoon tea you can take a walk; a lift ride and a road
crossing to arrive at the Quinta. If this all sounds a bit strenuous you
can approach the Quinta from the back by car.
The food is very Madeiran
with a good choice of fish,
meat , plus vegetarian
dishes, and desserts, all
well cooked and quickly
prepared at average tourist prices.
Afternoon Tea is less than
10 euros and very generous!
Graham´s Top Five Restaurants
1.

Casa de Palha, São Jorge tel: 291 576 382

2.

Restaurante Lily´s, Machico tel: 291 964 014

3.

Evening meal at the Hotel School tel: 291 700 386

4.

Restaurante Espettus, Funchal tel: 291 613 814

5.

Atalaia II Pizzaria, Old Town, Funchal tel: 291 600 308

Meeting The Residents
On the evening of Saturday 29th October members of Holy Trinity
gave a costumed performance in the British Cemetery of a series
of eight biographical monologues, representing some of its more
socially and historically interesting “residents”, in order to highlight the importance of the cemetery itself and to raise funds for
restoration projects. It formed the first half of a thoroughly enjoyable evening that was completed by a wine tasting given by
Dr Maria Stangl in the church´s Trinity Rooms.
The following was said by way of
an introduction to the performance by Cefyn, as script-writer,
neatly summing up the concept
behind the event.
“It is our privilege to present here
a series of monologues, vignettes,
as windows on the past - but a
past that is also very present for
us who are honored by being the
current custodians of this slice of
Empire and European history… a
slice that speaks of global commerce and military might (aspects
so difficult to separate) … these are real tales of endeavours carried out by our forebears whose mortal remains were gifted to
the British Cemetery for posterity. It is right and fitting we make
you aware of their presence and remind you of their achievements as our obligation in return.”
The cast was: Jean Faulkner as the prolific author Evelyn EverettGreen; Nick Martin hamming it up as Sir Percy Nunn, the educationist; Mike Litten as swashbuckling Captain Cecil Buckley RN
VC; Cefyn Embling-Evans as the famous German scientist Prof. Dr
Paul Langerhans, Sryia da Silva as the fascinating Princess Sarah
Bonetta Forbes-Davies, Queen Victoria`s god-daughter;

will identify Christmas as a moment of respite amidst the harsher realities of daily life and its monotony, despairing headlines, violence and
wearisome failures.
Auden reminds us that we must come down from the heights of Christmas to see again the world in its brokenness and fragility, to truly receive
the Child whose arrival was not marked by lights and decoration but the
slaughter of the innocents at Herod’s orders and a few witnesses in an
unknown stable. Auden reminds us that the time after Christmas is the
time when Christ can step into the thick of our lives as he intended:
To those who have seen
The Child, however dimly, however incredulously,
The Time Being is, in a sense, the most trying time of all.
The Christmas story is far more than a peak event in December. Christmas is an annual reminder in the church calendar that God is on the
move and was on the move long before we knew it. In fact, it was precisely into our dismal, empty, post-festive reality that the Child came
near in the first place.
Christmas is our startling reminder that God has not forgotten, though in
the thick of our empty routines, despairing headlines, and blinding selfinterest we may have forgotten the Child.
If Advent brings the world’s attention to the sounds of one who stands
at the door and knocks, and Christmas marks the culmination of that
knocking in the cry of a new-born king, then the days thereafter usher us
further into the presence of a God who not only knocks and draws near,
but has opened wide the doors of heaven and calls us further into the
kingdom.
And - Just For Fun!!! wiki How to Celebrate Christmas
Christmas is one of those holidays that just seems to be filled with cheer
and wonder. Whether you are celebrating a secular or religious Christmas, your day is sure to be filled with happiness, especially with a little
help from wikiHow. Read some steps on how to celebrate a secular, religious, kid-friendly, or consumer-free Christmas after the jump.
Happy Holidays!
http://www.wikihow.com/Celebrate-Christmas
Canon John

Life after Christmas
Life after Christmas can be one of the best, and one of the worst, times
of the year. It’s that strange time that often never meets our expectations.
After weeks of preparation, hanging all the lights, decorating the house,
wrapping all the presents, planning the meals, sending all the Christmas
cards, Christmas comes and goes. Our expectations can almost never
be met perfectly. We never receive all the gifts we want, we never have
the perfect interaction with our family without fights and arguments,
we never get to experience God and faith exactly the way we expect
and hope for.
Life after Christmas can be a real shock if we’re not ready for it. We
build up this wonderful holiday moment but, for all the joy that we muster together on Christmas Eve, life after Christmas can hit hard and low.
Life after Christmas for the Holy Family was filled with trial and tribulation as well! Jesus, Mary, and Joseph had to flee to Egypt to avoid the
wrath of Herod who so feared for the loss of his position of power and
control and he tried to eradicate any remnant of this supposed
“Messiah king”. But the story contains so much more.
W.H. Auden wrote in his poem For The Time Being:
Well, so that is that. Now we must dismantle the tree,
Putting the decorations back into their cardboard boxes…
There are enough left-overs to do, warmed-up, for the rest of the
week—
Not that we have much appetite, having drunk such a lot,
Stayed up so late, attempted—quite unsuccessfully—
To love all of our relatives, and in general
Grossly overestimated our powers. Once again
As in previous years we have seen the actual Vision and failed
To do more than entertain it as an agreeable
Possibility, once again we have sent Him away…
The Christmas Feast is already a fading memory,
And already the mind begins to be vaguely aware
Of an unpleasant whiff of apprehension…
Writing in 1942, Auden’s sense of the dismal reality of life after Christmas was likely heightened by the uncertainties of war and the certainty
of violence. And there are many people around the world today who

Janet Ellison as a delightful Mary
Phelps of diary fame; Canon John
stirred the emotions as the controversial Tractarian Rev Richard
Thomas Lowe; and Dr Maria
Stangl as our very own John
Cossart, complete with a glass of
madeira for everyone in commemoration.
Due to a member of the audience being taken suddenly ill,
necessitating an ambulance, the
performance at the cemetery
was cut short, and both Jean
Blair as the sophisticated Lady
Sophia Bligh, ancestor of Winston Churchill and Diana Princess of Wales, and Jonathan Calvert,
stepping in at the last minute as George Oruigbiji Pepple, the King
of Bonny, had to give their performances later once everyone had
returned to the Trinity Rooms.
It is planned to hold a similar event at Easter next, with a picnic
lunch and an egg treasure hunt…
(A
booklet
containing all
the full scripts
plus portraits
of the residents
and
photos
of
their graves
will shortly be
available at 3
euros a copy)

Our fine cast of actors—Thespians all!
even though we believe that it was very
difficult for the students to understand the
English language and we thank the staff and
parents for making it possible. Everyone
took something away from the experience,
especially me. I hope we can do it again next
year.
WE WILL REMEMBER THEM.

“Meet The Residents” shall return in the New Year

The new Blockbuster is due for release Easter 2017

ARMISTICE DAY
This year November 11th was special as we held a service for two groups of
young people in the church. They came from two international schools, one
from Monte and one from
just around the corner, some
60 pupils in total and we
were delighted to welcome
them. The church was full
with the parents and staff as
well. The service started
with an explanation of why
we remember the fallen soldiers especially on this day
(the 11th hour of the 11th
month when World War I
came to an end in 1918). Sue
Marloye-James included a bit about the British Legion and their role in supporting all war victims from all wars and in many ways. Canon Blair officiated
and also shared some experience of war which he had had whilst an Army
Chaplain.
The minute silence that followed was very moving and the bugle call rang
throughout the church at the end.
The youngsters sang a song: ´Don’t Kill the World`, followed by the teenagers
singing ´Caminhos para a Vida´ (The Road of Life) - with a mandolin and guitar
accompaniment .
We, from the church, the parents and the teachers were very thrilled by
these songs of passion.
Following this each person was given a poppy and
some wooden poppy crosses on which they wrote
the name of someone they knew who had died.
These poppies were laid in the remembrance area
in the church gardens.
There was then a reading, in the Trinity Rooms, of a
chapter of the War Horse and then a lunch of carrot soup to remember the fallen horses of the war.
We were so pleased with the commitment and genuine interest of these young people in coming to church on Armistice Day

The Christmas Fair
The Christmas Fair raised over
1000 Euros for church funds.
A big thank you to everyone who
bought gifts or helped on a stall
this year.

Due to the changeable
weather the Fair was held
inside the church this
year, but it didn´t dampen our spirits at all!

