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I am writing this on the weekend of the Fourth Sunday After Trinity
when the Gospel Reading for the BCP Communion service spoke of
mercy and judgement. As it happened on that day, no one turned up at
the 8am service to share the thoughts. So I thought that this would be a
good starter for this issue of the Magazine!

St Luke 6.36ff

Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you
will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and
it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken
together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the measure
you give will be the measure you get back.’
The story is told of a young man preparing to go to college for the first
time, He was filling out a questionnaire to help college administrators to
place him with appropriate roommates. By the questions “Do you make
your bed regularly?” and “Do you consider yourself a neat person?” he
checked the box marked “Yes.”
His mother read his answers and, knowing they were far from the truth,
asked why he had lied. “What?” he replied. “And have them stick me
with some slob!”
Isn't it the case that we excuse our own faults and magnify the faults of
others: “I’m quiet, you’re unassertive; he’s a wimp.” “I’m concerned;
you’re curious; he’s nosy.” “I’m thrifty; you’re a bit tight; he’s cheap.”
“I drive with the flow of traffic; you go over the speed limit; he’s reckless.”
Jesus had just preaching a sermon about loving even our enemies, He
knew we would try to dodge his demands by judging our enemies and
excusing ourselves: hence is directive to focus on showing mercy, not
judgment, even toward those who have wronged us. Jesus goes on to
unpack this theme to teach us that To love as we ought, we should focus
on showing mercy toward others and judge our own sins.

William Barclay in his commentary on St Matthew's Gospel talks of
“The Bliss of Perfect Sympathy” when he comments on the Beatitude:
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.

Summer Holidays!!
You will see from our photographs that we
have a great deal of fun in the garden since
Easter!
We have celebrated Jean’s and Maureen’s
149th birthday, and Her Majesty’s 90h
amongst other things, and now we will give
the grass (and Jonathan Calvert) a rest!! We
have after all had a garden party every month
this year so far!
“THANK YOU” EVERYONE WHO MAKES THIS
POSSIBLE—YOUR EFFORTS
MAKE MAJOR CONTRIBUTIONS
TO CHURCH FUNDS AND LOCAL CHARITIES.

Diary
Friday 22nd July
First of a new weekly Concert (String Quartet)
Saturday 10th September
Last Night of The Proms
Sunday 2nd October
Harvest - Ploughman’s Lunch
Sunday 23rd October
Celtic Lunch

Sunday 13th November
Remembrance Sunday RBL Lunch
Saturday 3rd December
Christmas Fayre

The artisan colourist was sent out on the SS
Loanda from Liverpool with 8cwt of paint,
turps and uncut stencils. ”Ships by other lines
refused to take… the merchandize…unable to
get him a return ticket as only available for first
class, so the man must get back as a stowaway
unless you can return him as an empty. He has
had a £5 advance to be deducted from his
wages…” as an inducement as the worker
“thought the voyage a perilous enterprise and
the destination as a kind of Botany Bay.”
Mr Dewilde declined to venture over for the
project, citing “before enjoying a paradise spiced with precipices …
I shall have to wait for a more cherubic state of existence before those
fearful pleasures tempt me.” The correspondence is touchingly
informal at times, and the last letter ends with presumably an in-joke: ”
I will conclude with – to quote from those 2 young ladies of the
Haymarket ‘ my most far-cinating love’ ”.
Cefyn Embling-Evans,

A major principle which runs all through the New Testament insists that to
be forgiven we must be forgiving. The Lord's Prayer includes the petition,
"Forgive us our debts as we also have forgiven our debtors". "For if you
forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father also will forgive you.
And when Jesus had delivered the prayer he went on to say: “but if you
do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses" All this is consistent with the teaching of the New Testament
that indeed only the merciful shall receive mercy.
But there is even more to this beatitude than that.
The etymology of the word merciful takes us through an emotional wave
of pity, sympathy and suffering to the point where we are faced with necessarily experiencing things together with others: literally going through
what they are going through.

This is precisely what many people do not even try to do. We are often
more concerned with our own feelings than the feelings of anyone else.
How often do we make the deliberate effort to get inside the other person's
mind and heart, until we see and feel things as they see and feel them.
“Do not judge your neighbour until you have walked two moons in his
moccasins”
Or, truly, as the French proverb has it, "To know all is to forgive all," but
we will never know all until we make the deliberate attempt to get inside
the other person's mind and heart.
Our Lord understands us, he walk this earth in our skin: he has earned the
right to judge us! He has cried with us and suffered with us and felt the
joys of living as well!
Barclay concludes: “So the translation of the fifth beatitude might read:
O the bliss of the man who gets right inside other people,
until he can see with their eyes, think with their
thoughts, feel with their feelings, for he who does that
will find others do the same for him, and will know that
that is what God in Jesus Christ has done!

149TH
BIRTHDAY
PARTY

The original interior decoration from its inception, surviving the
changes and modifications of 1853 (when the box pews were
replaced with those we see today), was one of noble spartan
austerity with its simple ochre colour wash outside and white
washed interior with stone columns and stained woodwork
observed from above by a highly colourful Eye of God - very much
in keeping with the neo-classicism of its architecture. This was
swept aside in 1880 and a more theatrical fashionable High
Victorianism imposed. Hence today we have the post-Oxford
movement figurative paintings over a proscenium arch of palm
leaves (symbols of the victory of martyrs or the victory of the spirit
over the flesh, and banned as papist in Anglican churches by Elizabeth I from the Reformation) and white lilies (for virginal modesty
and purity) on a gold ground, black capitols, intricately painted
coffered dome, an apse glittering with gold stars on azure. The
scheme’s Pompeian red walls have not survived the subsequent 20th
century redecorating. The committee decided against replacing the
wooden balcony with the scheme’s wrought iron balustrading due
to its high cost and instead chose the cheaper option of hand
painted simulated inlaid marble using stencils cut on site.

A VIEW FROM THE BLACONY
Holy Trinity Archive
Within the substance of a small group of hand written letters
recently found in the church archive lies the story of the redesigning
of the church interior decoration in the summer of 1880.
Through his London office the then church management committee
chairman Mr Leland Cossart commissioned a new decoration
scheme from one of London’s fashionable decorating companies
Messrs Dewilde & Gardener based at 112 St Martin’s Lane in the
heart of the capital’s theatre land. (The building now houses a new
private members club called The Library)
Mr Gardener, after receiving a photo of the current church interior,
travelled to Madeira for a site inspection and produced a very
detailed report listing three possible painting schemes in minute
detail, citing churches in Florence, Pisa, Lucca, Genoa, and the “new
Natural History Museum at Kensington” as his source of inspiration
and accreditation.

Celebrating the 90th Birthday of HM The Queen on 10th June

Flower Festival 2016
Kate Gannon writes:

On 8th April Holy Trinity Church opened its doors to its first visitors to
this year’s Flower Festival which took as its theme “FESTIVALS” but on a global basis rather than just those associated with Madeira.
The result was a spectacular display of imaginative designs using
locally produced props and of course a magnificent series of floral
displays and arrangements. The interior of the church was a riot of
colour, colour combinations, and shapes. This, and the Island Festival
(always 2 weeks after Easter!) took place earlier than usual this year
which limited the availability of some blooms, but the flower team
were not to be thwarted, and produced some magnificent displays
which, judging by the comments in the visitors book, were much
admired and appreciated by our many visitors.

As with any festival, ours comprised a number of parts, each
contributing to the overall success. Two very well attended and
successful demonstrations of the art of flower arranging were held
in the Trinity Room, and attracted very cosmopolitan audiences. The
Trinity Room also hosted an exhibition of art by our resident artist.
This comprised a range of subjects including still life, well known
landmarks, and figures in variations of national costume.
No festival would be complete without refreshments! True to form our
catering team provided an appetising range of cakes, delicacies and
beverages all of which could be enjoyed in the delightful setting of the
church garden. Many of the cakes and delicacies were donated by local
members of Holy Trinity living in Madeira and the refreshment area
was a great success.
Mention must also be made of the valuable contribution made by the
team of stewards who were on hand throughout the festival to discuss
individual designs with our visitors, and indeed the history of the
church and its unique design.. Advertising played a major role in
promoting our festival and much shoe leather was expended by our
volunteers in the area.
Finally, the back-up teams, husbands (and others) of the flower team
also deserve a mention as they undertook much of the heavy work
during the preparation phase. One was sent out to purchase a blonde
wig for a prop. On completing this purchase the sales assistant asked:
“is it for you?” His response was not recorded!

Some of the Flower Arrangements, and
Dr Paulo Silva who contributed a concert of
English Organ Music during the Festival.

The 2016 Flower Festival was a great success in the number of
visitors it attracted, the funds raised for our church and Acreditar
children’s charity, and the team spirit which was evident
throughout the event. Plans are already in hand for the 2017 Flower
Festival, and if you would like to contribute in any way, please
contact Canon John.

