Weddings at Holy Trinity

We are very pleased that you are interested in celebrating this very special moment in
your lives with us at Holy Trinity Church, Funchal on this beautiful and unique Island of
Flowers. Our graceful church was built in the neo- classical style in 1822 and has been
serving the English speaking community, residents and visitors, ever since. It is set in tranquil
and beautiful walled gardens in the centre of the city, a short drive from hotels and other
amenities. We hope you will find this information pack helpful with your decision making.
Should you decide to proceed with planning your big occasion with us, the first thing to do is
to book the church and Chaplain through the church administrator. It is then essential that
you meet with or speak to the chaplain to arrange the full details of you ceremony.
Holy Trinity Church is the only Anglican/ Church of England church on the island of
Madeira and is a highly sought-after and beautiful venue for many different groups. The
church is the venue for a year-round weekly programme of musical events, and an
important cultural resource centre for the ex-pat community.) Therefore, six months´ notice
is desirable for wedding bookings. Firm bookings will of course get priority. We may be able
to cater for bookings without that period of notice, but it will rely on availability of the
church, Chaplain and your own flexibility in setting a date and time. Also, this period of
notice ensures that there is enough time to plan for your needs and aspirations for your
special day. It is then essential that you meet with or speak to the chaplain to arrange the
full details of you ceremony.

Planning your Service
It is extremely difficult to arrange the legal aspects of marriage for non-residents in Madeira,
and so our weddings are usually conducted following marriage by a Registrar in your own
country. Many visitors come to us to renew their marriage vows at anniversaries and special
occasions. We have our own printing facilities in the church office and we can supply copies
of your bespoke Order of Service for your guests. There would be a charge for this service.
Marriage Certificate
We like to provide a certificate as a record of the Service. This is not a legal document in the
normal sense, but it can become a treasured reminder of a special moment.
We will also keep a record of your service in our own register which you will be asked to
sign.

Music
We are very fortunate to own an antique historically important traditional pipe organ in the
church, a grand piano, as well as a modern sound system and we are able to arrange other
kinds of musical accompaniment from classical guitar and mandolin groups, singers, to a
traditional Madeirense dance troupe. All of this will be reflected in the charges.

Please note that once selected your choice of music can only be changed up to 14 days
before the ceremony, due to licensing and rehearsal requirements.

Flowers
Madeira is the Island of Flowers and the Flower Festival in the month of May brings visitors
from all over the world. We have both our own team of florists who prepare the church
each week and for special occasions, and we also have access to the services of fully
experienced professional local florists of the highest reput.

Garden Reception:
We have delightful walled gardens around the church and can provide a garden reception
before or after the ceremony. Please advise us of your requirements on the booking form to
receive a quote for this additional service.

Marriage Ceremony at other sites in Madeira and Porto Santo
It is very common to arrange weddings in locations other than churches. Many of the hotels
on Madeira are very experienced in providing venues and catering to suit your needs. We
work closely with many of the hotels and are happy to provide our Chaplain for services at
the hotel or another location of your choice. One of most popular alternative choices, and
one we have had the privilege of working closely with for many seasons, is the small
baroque Chapel within the stunningly attractive 200 hundred year old Palheiro Gardens of
world renown overlooking Funchal Bay.

The chapel has the advantage of being part of Quinta do Palheiro Ferreira with its 18th
century manor house (private), and adjacent luxury 5 star Casa Velha do Palheiro hotel with
its award winning highly regarded restaurant and golf course. The gardens have 1500
species of camellias with hundreds of other exotic flowers and indigenous plants in a total of
12,000 square meters.

Costs
Costs will vary according to the sort of Service you would like and its location, and they are
reviewed annually so please if you are pre-planning, please do bear this in mind.
For a full service at Holy Trinity Church: 750 euros in total which includes the services of the
chaplain, organist, verger and covers church hire, rehearsal, preparation, cleaning, labour
and sole use of the building. This does not include flowers, photography, printing, travelling
costs or any special additional musicians etc.
The charge for a special Renewal of Vows in the church is 200 euros.
For a service other than in Church, at a hotel for instance, please consult our administrator
for details of the costs for the supply of our chaplain.
For an idea of the layout of the church, the garden and the facilities that we have to offer
please consult our website and blog site for extensive photos of the buildings and gardens
Website : currently being updated but old site is
Blogsite:

www.holytrinity-madeira.org

http://holytrinitychurchmadeira.wordpress.com

Things to Consider
• Wedding ceremonies can be conducted at Holy Trinity for up to 200 guests.
• Our chaplain can travel to other locations within the islands of Madeira and Porto
Santo to perform the ceremonies.
• The only current difference to the Church of England Marriage Service is that you need
to make a civil registration (registry office) before a marriage can take place in Portugal.
Normally, it is easier to do this informally in the UK (or country of residence) as
although such things are available on Madeira, without Portuguese citizenship it can be
a lengthy and complicated administrative process.
• Our Chaplain can give you more information and guidance on current legal
requirements.
• You will need to provide proof of your identities, the Marriage Registration Certificate
recording your civil marriage prior to the church ceremony, and photocopies of your
passports or identity cards.
• You do not need to be Anglican/Church of England to be married in our Chaplaincy. We
are very familiar in dealing with couples who have different church backgrounds as well
as families from mixed denominations. Our ceremony, however, can only be conducted
according to the Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of England. That said, a ceremony
can be conducted in several languages or with the involvement of ministers from other
churches. Please speak to our Chaplain about this if you have any specific
requirements.
• As a Chaplaincy of the Church of England, we ask also that couples undergo marriage
preparation with the Chaplain or with a minister of religion local to them in their own
country of origin. Marriage is much bigger than the wedding day and the ceremony
itself should reflect the powerful and deep commitments being made between two
people. We can help and advise you about this requirement.
• Due to the climate of Madeira, the tourist season is busy in the winter months
especially around Christmas, and New Year`s Eve sees Funchal Bay enjoying one of the
biggest panoramic fireworks displays in the world. Entitled the Island of Eternal Spring,
Madeira is at its hottest during the summer months with a high humidity. The annual
temperature rarely falls outside the 18c to 35c parameters.
• Madeira has excellent flight connections through its international airport within 20
minutes drive from Funchal city centre along the motorway, and is an established port
of call for many of the world´s best cruise liners.
• The Church of England gives comprehensive information about marriage nd the
wedding service itself. Go to www.churchofengland.org for more information.

WHAT NEXT?
Please complete and submit the Wedding Booking form with your deposit. This is an
obligatory part of the process and the deposit is normally refundable under exceptional
circumstances only. Thank you.
FINALLY…
We look forward to welcoming you to our Chaplaincy for this unique event in your lives and
to working with you to make this a time to treasure in your memories for ever. In the
meantime, thank you for taking some of your time to considering Holy Trinity as a possible
venue for your special day.
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HOLY TRINITY CHURCH WEDDING ARRANGEMENT FORM
Our warmest congratulations to you both in deciding to take this step as a couple!
Please fill out and submit the following form. This is the information we need to process your
request for a wedding at Holy Trinity. Please kindly note that a booking cannot be entered
(other than provisionally) in our calendar until we have the completed form and your deposit.
For a detailed list of costings, please refer to your Table of Fees and Donations. Thank you.
Date for your wedding:
Time:

Day of Month:
Venue:

BRIDE´S PERSONAL DETAILS
Name In Full:
Nationality:

Date Of Birth:
Country of residency:

Please indicate current marital status:
Profession:
Address:
Address:
Fathers Name:
GROOM´S PERSONAL DETAILS
Name In Full:
Nationality:
Please indicate current marital status:
Profession:
Address:
Address:
Fathers Name:

Date Of Birth:
Country of residency:

Year:

PRINCIPLE`s CONTACT DETAILS (the person making this booking):
Name:

Role:

Email Address:

Tel No.:

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING:
Is one of you baptised/christened?

Yes:

No:

Is either of you confirmed (this is not critical)?

Yes:

No:

Are you able to attend preparation classes where you live?

Yes:

No:

The following will help us to begin the planning for your special day
Service details: The exact wording of the service and the selection of hymns and readings can
be discussed with the chaplain at a later stage.
Please indicate the style of service you are considering:
Full
Wedding:

Wedding Blessing:

Renewal of Vows:

Approximate size of wedding:
(Don´t worry if you are not sure, but an estimate would help us with planning)
Please indicate below whether you will be able to visit Holy Trinity, and could meet our
chaplain, prior to the wedding, and if so give approximate dates
Yes / No

Dates:

Do you wish us to arrange a Skype video call with our chaplain?

Yes / No

Please indicate below if you are considering any of the following optional services
Music:

Organist:

Yes / No

Hymns:

Yes / No

Other music:

Church Flowers:

Yes / No / To be discussed later

Before/After service refreshments:

Yes / No / To be discussed later

Yes / No

Do you wish the refreshments served in garden or parish rooms?
Garden:

Parish Rooms:

Not Applicable:

Please give any further details you have decided upon so far (we are happy to consider any
requests to make your day special and unique)

Printing: we will/will not be requiring the printing of our Order of Service and will/will not be
requiring a quote for this cost.

FINALLY… (if you are posting us this form please sign below)
We have read and understood the commitment we are making with this booking
Bride:

Date:

Groom:

Date:

Please Note: A deposit is required at this stage to secure the date chosen above and should
be enclosed with the completed booking form. Cheques are acceptable in sterling (please
make payable to Diocese in Europe) or euros (please make payable to Associação Holy
Trinity Church).
(Please indicate below your preferred method for paying the deposit)

⃝ We enclose a cheque
Wedding /Blessing €125 or £100; Renewal of Vows €65 or £50

⃝ We would prefer to use bank transfer please supply us with your relevant bank details.
Once received your booking will be processed and taken up by the church wedding team
headed by the wedding co-ordinator who will acknowledge receipt and help you to the next
planning stage. Holy Trinity Church is delighted to offer a complete wedding package and can
recommend options for the following services: wedding planning, catered reception, car
services, beautician and hairdressing, to ensure a memorable and unique occasion.
(Please contact the church administrator for costs of details of pre or post ceremony garden
reception drinks/canapes)

