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Madeira Airport is Waiting for You

Summer 2020
Funchal

Chaplain´s Notes
The Parsonage, Holy Trinity, Funchal.

July 2020

My dear friends,
As I write this letter, the news is that there is a gradual opening up
in Europe of the tourism industry, but currently, Portugal is not exempt from the quarantine requirements from UK. This is a situation
which continually changes and so we must wait and see what happens.
In Madeira of course, the economy is dependent on tourism and so
the decision whether to open the island to tourism is a complex and
difficult one.
th

At Holy Trinity here in Funchal, every Sunday from Trinity Sunday (7 June) we have been
holding Eucharistic Services at 11.00 a.m. These services are conducted outside, but the
church is prepared in case the weather is inclement and we must go in doors. There are
very clear and precise guidelines that must be adopted concerning social distancing, cleaning, registration of participants etc. and these are being observed. We have had a good
attendance at these services and it is clear after isolation, that people are happy to see
friends and familiar faces.

Concerts resume from 16th July
All Concerts shall be held in the Garden
& All of Madeira`s Anti-Covid Regulations
Shall be Observed
Tuesday—6pm
Gypsy Guitar and 60´s and 70´s Music

Currently the other two church services which used to be held before the lockdown, on
Wednesday at 10.30 a.m. and Sunday at 8.00 a.m. are suspended but will be reintroduced
as and when appropriate.
As a registered Association under the laws of Portugal, it was necessary that we held our
AGM before the end of June. The date was originally the end of March but was extended
until the end of June because of the Pandemic. Consequently, we held our Church A.G.M.
on Friday 26th June and I would like to express my thanks to the outgoing Council for their
support and hard work and to welcome the new Council Members for the coming year. I
look forward to working together with them in these strange and difficult times.
It has been quite clearly a very difficult period over the past three months and the toll of
the Pandemic will ultimately be seen not only in the physical health of individuals, but also
their mental health, the economy of the various countries together with the associated
hardships caused by unemployment.
As your Priest therefore I would urge that we all exhibit a greater degree of patience and
understanding with our friends and family, neighbours and all those we encounter on a
day to day basis. It has always been the case, but right now it is particularly pertinent, that
we don’t always know what is happening in other people’s lives.
As always with my love and prayers
Fthr. Michael
A Prayer From The Iona Community In Scotland
You keep us waiting, you the God of all time, want us to wait for the right time in which to
discover who we are, where we must go, who will be with us and what we must do?
So, thank you for the waiting time. Amen.

Please note that The Church does not accept any responsibility for changes
that the musicians may make to their weekly concerts.

BAGS OF FRUIT AND VEGETABLES

A new game of Guess the Committee Member!!

“This is a tip you may have come across. Someone passed this on to me and
so I am forwarding it on. I am so glad that I heard of this one.”
The tip is to buy re-usable fabric bags with draw strings to use when selecting your fruit and vegetables from the supermarket or even local shop.
These days everything is select your own and then have
it weighed and paid for at
the way out, so now there is
a way to do that without using plastic bags.
The material bags which I am
sure you can buy from your
local shop or supermarket ( I
buy mine from “Continente”
supermarket for 50 c each)
are very light and have air
holes, every week I buy two
more and now have a good
amount. I keep them in a
canvas bag and take them
whenever I am going shopping. The fruit goes in the
bag, the draw string keeps it
there until it is weighed and
paid for and taken home.
If you are worried about viruses or cleanliness, each time I use the bags, I
wash in the washing machine with other whites and re-usable face masks.
They dry really quickly!
Now there is no more fumbling trying to separate/open plastic bags and NO
MORE PLASTIC WASTE.
This has got to be a good thing to do
Jean Faulkner

Covid-19 has caused us to re-think how we operate as a church during these uncertain
times. No more so than our church´s Annual Meeting delayed by 3 months and held
inside the Church Building rather than the Trinity Room, so as to observe the current
regulations. Social distancing and wearing masks whilst trying to communicate with two
members by video link proved to be very difficult. On the plus side, this was probably
the shortest Annual Meeting in the church´s history. It was noted that the committee
meeting afterwards was much, much longer, as new committee members took up their
responsibilities. At this time we would like to thank past committee members who have
stepped down from their previous tasks and now deserve a well earned rest. Unfortunately Jane Wingfield is in the UK at the moment, so couldn´t take part in the game.

Holy Trinity Happenings

Altar on the top step

Railings for a Pulpit

On the first Sunday after the Church´s Annual Meeting, Jonathan
and Martin officially take up their positions as Church Wardens

Registration procedures

Hand cleaning on arrival

Extra preparations

Because of the restrictions a full blown party wasn´t allowed. So a small
celebration of dinner, a bottle of wine and a birthday cake had to suffice.
(The candle was used intentionally to give no clue as to the age attained).

A New Way?

The Padre's War Diary
World War 2 Diary of Rev. Major Michael Dalton.

Patterson

An illustrated war diary of my 107 year old uncle, a Canadian Army Chaplain in World War II. A story of courage, loss,
and hope. This book took me over 4 1/2 years to complete.
Extensive research was used to make the images authentic. During the long hours of drawing it became clear that I
had the opportunity to use the project to help raise awareness of the problem of PTSD. This is done through the inclusion of descriptions of the horrors that are the causes of
such extreme stress. Created by Brian Dalton.
Railings for a Pulpit

As of 7th June we resumed
our 11 o´clock service


Outside



Registration



Hand Cleaning



Social Distancing



Cleaning of Chairs
Before and After



No Hymns

Do you have a mask?

A CAN OF WATER INSTEAD OF A BIBLE
A soldier, during World War ll, was hit by a bullet and was agonising in a trench. A
very dedicated Priest, the army chaplain, taking all risks, went forwards in his direction
and found him. The soldier was really in pain and could hardly move. The priest, who
was carrying a Bible, approached him and asked, “Would you like me to read something from this book?” The soldier looked at him and said: “Father what I most need is
some water to drink. I am so thirsty and my mouth is dry.”
The Priest left the Bible on a rock and went looking around for a container and some
water. He was very happy that he was able to find water. The Priest brought the water back and helped the soldier to drink it. It was very apparent the relief the soldier
felt after drinking the water.
Then, after relaxing for a few moments, he addressed the Priest again and asked him:
“all I need is something under my head. Could you help me please?” Gently the Priest
took his own sweater, folded it under the solder´s head, made a pillow and slowly
tried to accommodate the soldier´s head over his sweater and make him as comfortable as possible.

A shady spot for our Congregation

Then the Priest, knowing how important the “human touch” is in moments of suffering, held his hand and stayed beside him not mentioning the book anymore. Moments
later the soldier said: “Father I am so cold”, without any hesitation the chaplain took
off his overcoat, covered him and gently tucked him in like a mother does her baby.
The soldier enjoyed the warmth of the overcoat, closed his eyes for a few moments
whilst the Priest kept holding his hand with the hope that some help would soon arrive.
After a moment of silence, the soldier looked at the Priest and said: “Father, if that
book teaches to do for others what you just did for me, please read from that book - I
am very interested in listening.”
Extra preparations

A Reading

Communion

The story of a Church Warden`s cat

Views of the Church Garden

Misifu came into my life on Sunday evening the 11th of
July 1999. At that time I had a Fondue Restaurant on a
corner in the Old Town of Palma de Mallorca. It was a
warm summers evening so the Windows were open. Then I
heard the customers saying “ oh how nice “ and I thought
they were being rude about a cockroach because the Old
Town was full of them. Big fat ones !!!
On going out from behind the bar I found this dirty small
kitten on the floor. So I took it and put it back on the
windowsill. The narrow streets had no pavements and
traffic went past continuously. So I thought…poor thing it
will get run over.
A week before this a friend who helped me in the restaurante at the week-ends said “ if I ever
have a cat I would call it Misifu ( Misifu was a cartoon character for children ).

Sorry no coffee/tea
or cake- but Father
Michael is a dab
hand at mowing the
lawn, so our garden
still looks beautiful.
The very welcome
addition of Alessandro from Venezuela to our gardening team means even
heavy jobs can be
tackled with aplomb.

So Misifu came home that night and had a bath and was found to be all white !! The next day
she went to the vet to have a check up etc. and he said that she was about two months
old…..hence her official birthday of the 11th of May.
Many months later a neighbour came to me and said “ did you not take in a white kitten a few
months ago “ I said yes. It transpired that the kitten was kicked out of the apartment on the
opposite corner above an Irish Bar ( they get everywhere !! ) which was owned by a drug
dealer. Misifu should have been called Cocaine lol. That night his niece went around all the bars
and restaurants to see if they had found her and the only place that she did not come into was
my restaurante. Fate ???
Misifu continued to live in Palma with my dog until I decided to move to Malaga ( south of
Spain ). I only stayed there a few months until I decided that my Spanish Adventure was over
after 24 years.
I did not know what to do ( mid life crisis at 50 ) So I went to Mummy and Daddy in ireland and
spent the time re-doing their garden of 40 years.
When I left Malaga Misifu had to go into kennels as she did not have her Rabies Vaccination
done. In the meantime I met the person who now is my partner…..so off I went to Madeira to
sound out things…went back to Ireland stayed a few more months and then moved to Madeira.
The kennels were informed and sent her out here. She flew to Gatwick on Sunday the 8th of
December 2008, stayed the night there and was flown out here the next day on a Thompsons
flight. She has lived here very happily with in the end of 5 other cats of various ages. ( cats are
like chocolates..you can´t just have one !! )
Since her 21st Birthday I am sorry to say that she has gone to the Great Cattery in the sky. She
lived a long and happy life and had the best of everything. On the day she died she came up
onto the bed and snuggled up to me and just looked at me and rubbed her nose on my face. ( I
have to say that she spent 21 years sleeping on the bed !! ) A few hours before she died her fur
became a luminous white and her face shone like a young cat ( no I was not on the bottle or
LSD ) then she just faded away.
Misifu You will never be forgotten…….. Thank You

Jonathan Pestana - Calvert

As can be seen, the
next stage of renovation and painting is
being carried out this
July, with the likelihood that the opposite wall will be started by the end of that
month, after the
transplanting of ferns
and bushes to other
parts of the garden.

Another take on Recycling

More Greetings

Re – CYCLE – ing

100
Not
Out
Very Best Wishes, Elisabeth on your
100th Birthday.
Jonathan and Raul

What a milestone Elisabeth, to reach
your 100th birthday!
For the past 100 years, you have held
a special place in the hearts of your
family and many friends, and you
have been a pillar in the community
in Madeira for a lifetime.
You can be proud of yourself — not
because you have turned 100,
but because you have lived the last
10 decades with integrity,
honour and a commitment to making our world a much more beautiful
and loving place.
Happy 100th birthday Elisabeth.
Thank you for the support you gave
to the Holy Trinity Church
family during our time with you in
Funchal.
With best wishes
John & Jean Blair and Family

Unfortunately we don´t
have enough space to print
everyone´s greetings but
loving messages were sent
from:Father Derek and
Sue Akker
Carolyn Wells
and the Flower Group
Marlene and Chris Prior
Father Matthew Harrison
Sara Apps-Haigh
Tina Mongor
Jane and Tony
Tessa and John Grindle
Jill and Bob Lewis
Jean and Graham Faulkner

On a walk along a levada, after
quarantine was lifted, I came
across this on a levada above
Camacha. It seems to suggest that
recycling was thought about long
before all the fuss nowadays.
Sending you love and best wishes
on your 100th Birthday Elisabeth.
Janet

Happy Century— not out!
Hope you have a great day
Elisabeth
Best Wishes Martin Mears

Happy 100th Birthday Elisabeth
and thank you for your wonderful friendship
over the last 30 years.
Lots of love from the three of us,
Nicholas, Agueda and Paul. XXX

The photos speak for themselves
so if you have any old bicycles in
your garage or left over from
either your children or yourselves
that you cannot ride anymore
because you are a danger on the
roads!!! - try out this. No need to
have a nice white painted picket
fence when this is an easier
alternative.
A Reader.

Since Elisabeth has received so many greetings from church members we are delighted to include this article by Ian (Church Treasurer). The Church will be fully
involved with any future celebrations for our most senior member.

Elisabeth Burca´s 100th Birthday
Celebrations—7th May 2020
Many thanks to everyone that sent in a greeting for Elisabeth on the occasion of her 100th Birthday on 7th May 2020.
I included your message on a booklet that I produced and which was
printed in Madeira and then delivered to Elisabeth on the day, together with some lovely flowers (organised by Jonathan Pestana-Calvert) and
a fantastic Birthday Card (designed and produced by Raul Pestana) from
us all at Holy Trinity Church.
I know that this is not the way we would have expected to celebrate Elisabeth's special day but we are committed to having a "proper celebration" when circumstances permit.
Ian Norris

Dear Elisabeth
We send you all best wishes for an amazing
100th Birthday and we hope to see you to celebrate properly – when we are all “let out”!!
Ian and Richard
Dearest Elisabeth,
We wish you all the best
and much love
on your very special Birthday
We shall enjoy celebrating
with you later in the year.
Adam & Christina Blandy

Dear Elisabeth, Wishing you a wonderful
100th Birthday.
Sriya and Family
Congratulations Elisabeth
you are our greatest Role Model.
A never changing sign of how to live life to
the full.
Jean and Graham Faulkner

With my best wishes on your Birthday
Elisabeth.
Love, blessings and prayers.
Rev. Michael
Dear Elisabeth,
You're a very special person, and not just
because you've lived 100 years.
Mostly, you're special because, whether
you've faced bad or good times, you have
always been a loving presence and helping
hand for everyone around you.
I wish you a 100th birthday as special as you.
With love Joy Menezes

Here´s wishing you a wonderful 100th Birthday Elisabeth!!
Love From Sue and Jacques xx
I offer you my sincere congratulations Elisabeth as you
reach your 100th birthday.
I have warm memories of meeting you and chatting
with you when I visited Madeira.
Elisabeth, I hope you will have a very happy day, even
under current restricted conditions, and wish you
God’s riches and blessing for the future.
+Robert (Bishop in Europe)

