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January 2020

My dear friends,
First may I wish you belatedly a very happy, peaceful and healthy
New Year.
As you can imagine having only been here for five months, a lot of
what I encounter in Madeira is a ‘first’ for me.

NEW CONCERT 15 €

The Christmas lights and Markets were amazing, the Noite De Marcado was really good, the choirs singing in the streets all created a
really good atmosphere of unity, love, friendship and family and
isn’t that what Christmas should represent?
At Holy Trinity we had our usual services for Christmas starting with the Carol service. The
numbers were down on last year largely I believe because of two reasons. One the date
clashed with school Carol Services and two because on the evening of the concert the
heavens opened and we had very heavy rains.
On Christmas eve we celebrated Mid Night Mass and then on Christmas day we had an
eight o’clock and eleven clock Communion. Our eleven o’clock service was very well
attended with over 150 people in attendance. On the 26th December we celebrated St
Stephen’s day with Communion and recently we celebrated Epiphany and with the arrival
of the wise men, it marked the end of our Christmas celebrations in Church, which was
incidentally fabulously decorated and my thanks to all those who worked so hard to make
the church look so special. Epiphany was marked with a lunch after the Sunday service at
which over 40 people attended. Again my thanks to all those who worked so hard to provide such a wonderful meal.
On New Years eve I was invited to dinner and to watch the fireworks from a vantage point
on the island. My goodness what a display. Over New Year there were I believe fourteen
ships at the quayside and offshore with an estimated increase in the tourist population of
18,000.
We have had two New Years recently, in the Church with the coming of Advent at the beginning of December and of course just over 2 weeks ago with the start of 2020. At this
time we usually make resolutions with the intent of changing something for the better in
our lives. I hope whatever you have resolved to change, by God’s grace you will achieve
the same.
At Holy Trinity we have an exciting time ahead of us for the next two and a half years. This
year and next the external redecoration of the church building will continue, then in 2022
internal decoration will be addressed including replacing the existing pews with chairs. All
of this is in preparation of the bicentennial celebrations which will take place between the
19th and 25th October 2022. Please make a note of this date in your diaries.
The Church Council decided at its recent meeting that a separate fund will be established
for those who want to donate specifically to the refurbishment of the church building. It
was also suggested that people may wish to sponsor chairs in memory of loved ones,
which would be marked with a plaque with the name of the person being remembered.

Please note that The Church does not accept any responsibility for changes
that the musicians may make to their weekly concerts.

SUPPER NIGHT

Final note, as we have to pre-order the food if you
cancel sorry but we will have to ask you to pay!

With my love and prayers.

Proverbs 15 Verse 1

A soft answer turns away wrath but a harsh word stirs up anger.

New Archdeacon of Italy and Malta, Archdeacon of Gibraltar
It is with great joy that we announce that The Revd.
Canon David Waller has been invited to take up the
post of Archdeacon of Italy and Malta and Archdeacon
of Gibraltar, in succession to Acting Archdeacon Geoff
Johnston. Canon Waller is currently Chaplain of the
Anglican Church of St Philip and St James, Palma de
Mallorca. He will be commissioned and licensed to his
new Archidiaconal ministry on 14 January 2020.

“GREEN BOOK”

Set in America in 1962, Green Book tells
the heart-warming true story of Tony Lipp
(Viggo Mortenson) a working class ItalianAmerican bouncer who takes on a job as a
chauffeur for Don Shirley (Mahershala Ali)
a highly educated African- American classical pianist. They embark on a life changing
journey of change and challenge.

I wish you God’s blessings for the coming year.

Michael

Our next supper night is Saturday 15
February. All are welcome to attend this
social event; we serve a 2 course meal at
6.30 followed by a film. Names to Jean
Faulkner at friendssecretaryhtc@outlook.co.uk or on (00351)
965733057 by Wednesday previous.
Cost is 12.50e with a cash bar available.
Tonight we are looking at exciting adventures with a hint of nostalgia with our
film

Tonight we are back to food from the
sixties (which we all remember and
love!) we have Kentucky fried chicken
with coleslaw and roasted potato skins
followed by American favourite pud Mississippi Mud Pie. And now you are of an
age to legally drink, treat yourself to a
glass of wine. Then sit back and enjoy our
film.

More about this in later magazine editions but if you have any particular questions in the
meantime you are most welcome to email me on htcchaplain@gmail.com

David brings with him a huge amount of pastoral, administrative and management experience, having been
a priest for over thirty years. He was brought up in south London and attended University at Roehampton before moving on to three years theological training at Ripon
College Cuddesdon, near Oxford, back in the late 1980s. David has served in three
English parishes and one University Chaplaincy and his last UK post was as a Team
Rector for a busy parish in Plymouth.

Friday
11:00

Canon David has been an Area Dean for northern Spain for the last five years, where
he has had particular interests in clergy wellbeing and support – notably in creating
and chairing a cluster group for clergy. He has been chair of the Archdeaconry of Gibraltar Standing Committee and played a significant role in organising the annual Gibraltar Synod. His work in the chaplaincy has included the creation of a new satellite
church community at Palma Nova.
Announcing their invitation to David to take up this new role, Bishop Robert and Bishop David said:
“This is a new post and a challenging one. So please do give your support to the Archdeacon designate, and remember him and his wife Julie in your prayers as he takes on
this new role. And of course, we pray for the chaplaincy of Mallorca, who are now
preparing to say farewell to their much-loved Chaplain.”
David said: “I am excited by the opportunity that I have now been given to support
Chaplaincy ministry and the wellbeing of the clergy in these two Archdeaconries. I
very much look forward to building on existing friendships and developing new ones
in order to listen properly and to serve colleagues and the Diocese in this calling and
ministry.”

Bishop Robert reflects on Brexit in BBC interviews
In a series of BBC interviews, Bishop Robert has reflected on Brexit developments during 2019, and looked ahead to 2020. Bishop Robert noted most
people in the Diocese were "sad and disappointed" about Brexit.
The 2016 referendum had been an "unnecessary binary choice" on the issue
of EU membership that had polarised the country. "I have British and European identities, and it seems Brexit is forcing me to choose when I want to keep both"
he added.
There was now at least, some more certainty on Brexit, following the limbo of the
past three-and-a-half years. The next year
would be decisive in shaping and reimagining the UK's future relationships both
with the EU and globally, the Bishop said,
and he cautioned that "getting a Withdrawal
Agreement in place is the first step in what
Boris Johnson calls "getting Brexit done”.”

RESTAURANT REVIEW
ZARCOS --Esatrada Conde Caavalhal No 136-A Sao Goncalo
This restaurant has an outstanding view over Funchal
but more importantly outstanding service. When we
wanted to book our Christmas Lunch for M3A (A Madeiran version of the University of the Third Age) ,I was
introduced to the Chef and he listened to what we
wanted ( a Traditional English Christmas Lunch) He said
that was fine but what was ´gravy´. I explained and he
said he would look up the recipe and he did and produced a wonderful gravy! Nothing is too much bother for the staff and the Proprietor personally will organise anything you want ( the odd bottle of bubbly , a
Birthday cake, a particular colour of table dressing or a special table overlooking
the bay. They even do take away!
The restaurant is well known to taxi drivers and would cost you about 10-15
euros from town ( maybe a bit more late at night) . There is a comprehensive
bus network past the restaurant.

The real challenge lay ahead with intensive
trade negotiations in 2020. "A year from
now, we don't know whether the UK will
stay aligned with EU regulations in a close trading relationship, or if we shall
set sail for the high seas" the Bishop opined. It would therefore be important to continue to hold the new UK Government to account and scrutinise the detail of the negotiations. Bishop Robert stressed “we have to avoid
a Brexit in which the losers are the poorest and weakest in our society.”
The Bishop was asked about how people in the Diocese were now preparing
for Brexit. He responded that many were asking "should I stay, or should I
go?" or if they had decided to stay, how they could legally exercise a right to
remain in an EU27 country after Brexit. Bishop Robert noted the Diocese
was working closely with agencies on the ground in order to start supporting
isolated, elderly people with preparing residency applications, especially in
Spain and France.
The Bishop also drew attention to other issues of concern for the Diocese, in
addition to citizens’ rights. These included the ongoing ability to appoint and
move clergy around Europe and future data transfer and sharing across borders.

The prices normally range from 10 euros for a main course but if a four course
special like we had for Christmas with all drinks included it was 30 euros a head!
The food is cooked ´ín front of you´ in an open kitchen, all fresh ingredients
( even the meat is displayed so you can see the quality!). The puddings are traditional home cooked Madeiran and includes fresh fruit if required.
Contact zarcos.restaurante@gmail.com or phone 00351 291795599
JF

BOOK REVIEW
ROOTED IN GOD by Dr Carolyn A Roth ISBN 978-1-63185-434-7
“We eat them, we smell them, and we sit under them. Sometimes we even
investigate them to discover their hidden significance in the Holy Scriptures.
Did you know that the Bible identifies over 125 different plants?
Each had a special meaning—
superstition, compassion, drunkenness, beauty—to early man.
In Rooted in God, Bible characters you know and love take on
added dimension as you drill
down to plant symbolism in their
stories.”
Here at Holy Trinity Funchal we
are using this book for our next
Bible Discussion sessions
starting 9th January 2020. We
have a regular in our congregation
who is a Botanist and she is very
interested to use this book to follow up an idea of making a “Bible
Plants Garden” in the church gardens in Funchal.
This book is ideal as it has a very good Introduction talking of bible Characters we
know and maybe some plants we may not know and their significance in Holy
Scriptures. Each Chapter (15 in all) goes through Bible readings to identify plants
therein. (e.g. Hiding Behind Fig Leaf Aprons/A Bulrush Cradle etc.) At the end of
each chapter there is a section called “Unifying Thoughts” which can be used as
questions for a Discussion Group. There are also some exercises that may help
you.
There are more than 125 plants in the Bible, so although we are starting in January it will take our group through to Easter! So if you are in Madeira why not join
us on a Thursday afternoon 2p.m. to 3.30p.m. in the garden - of course!
Jean Faulkner

Bishop Robert said while there were some administrative issues being experienced, away from the politics of Brexit, local responses among people in the
EU member states continued to be generous, even if local people in the EU27
Member States really struggled to understand Brexit. Bishop Robert cited remarks in the open letter written last week by Frans Timmermans, Executive
Vice-President of the European Commission, as a typical example of warmth
across Europe for the UK. You can read the Commissioner’s letter
here: https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/dec/26/my-love-letterto-britain-family-ties
Bishop Robert emphasised the need for reconciliation and healing. He recalled the "gift and treasure" of peace in Europe for 75 years, commemorated
in D-Day events this year. He also noted it had been 30 years since the fall of
the Berlin Wall in 1989. Both D-Day and the collapse of the Berlin Wall were
examples of “strong and timeless messages about our struggles together for
freedom from oppression." The Bishop said he would meet with our ecumenical partners shortly after Brexit day to reaffirm the Anglican presence across
Europe and develop further co-operation post-Brexit, reiterating that "the
Church of England has been in Europe long before the EU had been created.”
He also welcomed current twinning links and arrangements between English
churches and chaplaincies in the Diocese in Europe, and encouraged more
work to foster and deepen such relationships.
Bishop Robert offered reassurance on dealing with the divisiveness and rancour of human relationships due to Brexit, within families and among communities, "Christmas time reminds us of the Gospel message of the angels and
shepherds bringing peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased," Bishop Robert told listeners across the country. He continued: "There is more to
life than Brexit. We have our faith and families that sustain, nurture and feed
us through difficult times. We should keep a sense of perspective and take
Brexit a month at a time as a great deal will happen over the next year to
shape our relationships with Europe. Let’s encourage one another through it.”
Bishop Robert emphasised also the scale of climate change, environmental
degradation and global warming as challenges for the next decade.
You can listen to his interviews with BBC Radio Coventry & Warwickshire and
BBC Radio Jersey & Guernsey at the links below:
Coventry/Warwickshire: timeline 2:22-2:27 https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/
play/p07xmp4d
Jersey & Guernsey: timeline 1:39-1:44 https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/
p07wwb6z

HTC Christmas Fair

Obituaries

and Christmas Flowers

Anthony Bianchi Cossart Miles
Anthony Miles ( 81 ) sadly died on Christmas Day 2019, he was buried in accordance with this wishes at the British Cemetery on January 6th 2020.
Anthony was the senior member of one of the important British families who came
to the island in the early 19thcentury. His father was a
well known producer of Madeira Wine, and the family
firm is still in business today selling their Madeira Cossart
and Miles through the Madeira Wine Company. Although born in Madeira, Anthony was educated at a Jesuit boarding school in the UK and subsequently studied
languages and anthropology at Cambridge. After university he returned to Funchal and set up the Coral beer
factory, and started producing the well known Madeiran
soft drinks called Brisa. Later he became chairman of the Funchal Chamber of
Commerce.
Anthony adored Madeira, and had in depth knowledge of its countryside and all its
traditions. A wonderful raconteur, and a true gentleman,. He will be sadly missed
by many.
He is survived by his wife of 59 years Corinne, his sons Paul and Dominic and his
daughter Marianne.
R.I.P.

Dr. Ronald Albert Cameron
Many of you will be saddened by the news of our friend Ron´s death. The funeral
took place at Holy Trinity on Tuesday 7th January 2020.
Ron was for many years a crucifer and intercessor at Holy
Trinity and will be sadly missed.
Having retired from teaching dentistry in the United
States he liked to spend his spare time cruising to many
exotic locations and after many extended sea passages
finally arrived in the port of Funchal. Liking what he saw,
he decided that the island would be a nice place to retire
to. Over the years he has introduced many family members to the delights of Madeira and they have promised
to return later this year and shall be warmly welcomed at
Holy Trinity.

A BIG THANK
YOU to the
Flower Team
as well.

HTC Christmas Fair

and Christmas Flowers

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT)
Rise, take your mat and walk

Women, men and children of all ages are called to 'Rise, take your mat and walk'
to join this day of prayer.* Women of Zimbabwe have prepared this year's service
and they encourage us all to reflect on the difficulties and unrest that have
plagued their country over many years. They share the challenges they have met
and the hopes they have for the future. They encourage us to 'Rise, take your mat
and walk' with them as they continue their often turbulent journey towards full
reconciliation. World Day of Prayer is an international inter-church organisation
which enables us to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world: their
hopes, concerns and prayers. The preparation for the day is vast. An international
committee is based in New York and there are national committees in each participating country. Regional conferences meet to consider the service and then local
groups make their plans. Finally, at a church near you on Friday 6 March 2020,
people will gather to celebrate the service prepared by the women of Zimbabwe.
The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 170 countries. It begins in Samoa and
prayer in native languages travels throughout the world --- through Asia, Africa,
the Middle East, Europe and the Americas - before finishing in American Samoa
more than 36 hours later. * For further information and resources, together with
details of services in your area see the WDP website: wwdp.org.uk

This year the
weather was
very kind
with the sun
shining. We
raised a very
creditable
965.80 euros

Thank you to
all our sellers
and buyers .

Dates for your Diary ———Film Night – “Green Book” 15th Feb 6p.m for
6.30p.m. in the Library
Carnival supper - Fri 21st Feb. Trinity Room

Film Night—Conspirators 21st March 6p.m for
6.30p.m. in the Library
Annual Meeting (AGM) - 27th March 10a.m Trinity
Room

th
World Day of Prayer - Friday 6th March 2p.m. Stations of the Cross - Friday 10 April morning
Lady Chapel Holy Trinity
Easter Sunday service - 12th April at 11 a.m.

A Madeiran Christmas in Santa Cruz
There has been some controversy in Funchal about the lights being
switched off so early this year. Fortunately for those of us who wish to
prolong the Christmas spirit well into the New Year there is Santa Cruz
and the Feast of Santo Amaro (the patron saint of the disabled), which
falls on the 15th January 2020. In Santa Cruz it is a 5 day celebration
linked to the clearing out of cupboards after Christmas. With the amount
of food and drink on offer, all I can say is, they must have huge cupboards in that village!

