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Chaplain´s Notes
The Parsonage, Holy Trinity, Funchal.

14th November 2019

My dear friends,
I trust that this letter finds you well as we all prepare ourselves for
Christmas in our various ways.
It is now three months since I came to the island and the things that
have impressed me are the courtesy and friendliness of the Madeiran population and within the church, the hard working and supportive team that is here.
It has been decided at Council that we will hold a week of celebration for the bicentennial anniversary of the church starting on the 24th October 2022. There were a
number of events in 1822 related to the church and so we have settled on the October date as the most suitable. It is proposed to carry out a lot of refurbishment of the
church both externally and internally in preparation for this event and we plan to
make the week a very special occasion in the life of Holy Trinity.
On a completely separate issue I have visited recently expatriate holiday makers who
have been hospitalised in Madeira whilst on their holidays. What was apparent was
that the mechanism of hospitalisation and insurances was dealt with by the various
tour operators but the partners and spouses of those who were sick were often feeling isolated and vulnerable. We plan therefore to try and build a network of volunteers from the church who can visit these people, if only to share a cup of coffee and
offer pastoral care and support.
We are also talking with a representative from the Roman Catholic Church and involving ourselves with their organisation of ‘People helping People’. Again, when this involvement takes off, we plan to ask for volunteers within the church to help the poor
and needy of the island in the many and varied ways that assistance is needed.
Last Sunday was Remembrance Sunday and the 10.30 service was well attended and
the donations from the day were divided equally between the British Legion and the
League de Combatentes (Portuguese equivalent of British Legion). My thanks to all
those who worked so hard to organise this event. In addition, a hard working band of
volunteers were at the dock selling poppies to the various tourists on the cruise ships
for a number of days, my thanks also to them for their time and efforts.
Finally, may I offer my sincerest best wishes for a joyful and peaceful Christmas and a
calm and healthy new year.
With my love and prayers.
Michael.
Matthew 7 7-8
‘Ask and it will be given to you; search and you will find; knock and the door will be
open for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds.’

Please note that The Church does not accept any responsibility for changes
that the musicians may make to their weekly concerts.

The Christmas Carol Service this year will be held at
6pm on Wednesday 18th December 2019

A Farewell Message from Fr Geoff Johnston, Archdeacon of Gibraltar and Italy and
Malta
When I took the advice of my bishop in 2005 and attended a pre-retirement conference,
I never dreamt that it would take 14 years to come to pass! Now, with only a few days
to go I am wondering what God has in store for me.
I have been extremely blessed in that I have been able to continue working for ten years
beyond what was normal retirement age and have been able to do so as a priest in the
most exciting Diocese in the Church of England. What is more I have had the opportunity during my time in ministry to work among so many remarkable people and have
shared in a wide range of fulfilling experiences. I am very conscious that God has been
extraordinarily good to me and that, despite my many failings, He has been my constant
companion and guide and that if there is anything that has been of value in my ministry,
it is through the work of the Holy Spirit.
Working alongside so many wonderful Christian people, lay and clerical, has been a
great privilege and joy, and it was a great honour to be invited to serve the last six years
of my active ministry as an Archdeacon first of Gibraltar and then of Italy and Malta as
well. I wish to thank you all for your support and prayers, your encouragement and cooperation, and at times your questioning and criticism. I hope I have listened to you
when necessary. I have learned much from you and pray that together all of us have
grown in our love of God and commitment to Him.

Friday
11:00

Retirement will bring yet more new opportunities and blessings, I am sure. Being able
to spend more quality time with my dear wife, Carol is certainly something I am looking
forward to (and I hope she is too!). Joining a choir in the community is a possibility and
as many of you know, there is the model railway that requires some attention. I have
been granted Bishop’s Permission to Officiate in both our Diocese and in Derby Diocese
so exercising priestly ministry occasionally will not cease for the time being. Meanwhile,
the news of Fr David Waller’s appointment as Archdeacon gives me great joy, hope and
confidence for the Church in these two Archdeaconries.
Finally, I am attaching a card
asking for your prayers not
only as I begin this new stage
of my life, but as I celebrate
50 years in the sacred priesthood just before Christmas. I
assure you of my continued
thoughts and prayers and
pray that God will richly bless
you in all you do in his name.

Geoff Johnston

The ‘path of life’, and its recent boundaries and landmarks:
news from Judith and Bill Weston
Judith and I very much enjoy keeping up with news from Holy Trinity via the HTC
Magazine.

MAJOR MAINTENANCE PROJECT
We are making good progress with this project having
just finished the mending and repainting of the east wall
and payment has been made..............

We have made two new acquisitions recently, after spending some months working up to the point of decision. They feel like quite major landmarks in our lives.
The first is a powered wheel-chair, resulting from Judith’s reducing mobility. The
second is a car that will carry it, replacing our faithful little Citroen of over 20
years, in the hope of doing a little more travelling in the UK.
We were last in Madeira from April to June 2018, and although the sale of our
apartment was under way at the time, both we and the buyer were happily keeping the completion date open-ended, in the hope that we would be using it later in
the year, and thereafter. That was not to be ! During that summer I was diagnosed with cancer (a ‘lymphoma’, explained as a type that was eminently curable,
being at an early stage and localised, as, thankfully, has all proved to be the
case). This made travel impossible, during the chemo- and radio-therapy which
dominated the next few months. During that time and since, Judith’s mobility has
become increasingly difficult and we have become yet more housebound, although life carries on very much as normal, thanks to our good circumstances here
(the home adapted and convenient, family close to us in every way, church and
facilities likewise). Also, I have been getting back to something like normal health
and activity, so we have very much to be thankful for.
These events of late 2018 gave momentum, of course, to the life-style change
that we felt we were being prepared for. The sale of our apartment in Caniço de
Baixo, its contents, and the car, and the selection and shipping of items to the UK,
all happened just at the time when my health was at its lowest and when, by all
common-sense thinking, I needed to be on the spot to be responsible for it. As it
was, all I could do was send and receive emails ! However, the whole complex,
unfamiliar and potentially stressful process could not possibly have gone more
smoothly, from our point of view, thanks to the quality of work, co-operation together and sheer goodness of the key players 2000 miles from here – the lawyer,
the buyer, the removal firm, the auctioneer, our dear friend and carer for the home
over several years Gill Mullen, and others.
This experience, so unexpectedly positive when it could have been just the opposite, we could not help but realise, mirrored closely that of when we were venturing into home-ownership in Madeira, back in 1997-8. The keynote of that time
also was the fantastic help, guidance and welcome we received from other people, making the way forward so much easier, more secure and free of pitfalls than
it might have been given our lack of experience and knowledge at the time.
It laid the foundations for 20 very rich and happy years of our two-home retirement
life-style, a period covering a quarter of our lifetimes and blending with everything
else – our years in Yorkshire and elsewhere, our families, work careers, interests,
and our faith and church lives, in which Holy Trinity has been a major part, and

The next phase is the repair and painting
of the north and south walls beginning
next year, culminating in the refurbishment of the main entrance and west wall
in time for the bicentennial celebrations
in 2022.

ONE DAY IN NOVEMBER.................
On the morning of 15th
November there were more
than 40 in the audience of a
classical concert being held in
the garden of HTC
And ………………
Inside there were 36 children
and helpers and teachers taking part in MESSY CHURCH and
celebrating Jesus as the Light of
the World by making
Christingles and doing ´light activities`!

which give the thread of meaning and integrity to it all – as for example in words
from Psalm 16: “The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places”, and
“You [God] have made known to me the path of life”.
We are profoundly thankful for that, and for all that has made up the wonderful
‘Madeira chapter’ of our lives. We do hope to visit again, as and when we are
able, and in the meantime to keep in touch as Friends of Holy Trinity. Back in
the UK, we look forward to the future. Even over this time of being ‘grounded’,
we have enjoyed contacts and friendships from Madeira – Bob and Jill Lewis,
Andrew and Ruth Mumford, Richard and Sandi Parkin, Neil Dawson, John Blair,
and Mike and Sharan Duckett.
Our sadness as this major chapter closes is intensified by the wider context of
Brexit. Madeira itself, travels and stays at many places in Portugal and Spain,
the amazing Anglican Diocese in Europe and the Gibraltar Archdeaconry Synods, long slow train journeys through south-west Europe, overnight ferries, retreats at Los Olivos in the Sierra Nevada, diversions into France and Italy:
these and so much else about Europe have been strong and high-quality enrichments to welcome into our lives in these retirement years, after being wholly
UK-focused up to then. We do hope Brexit, however it finally works out, will not
inhibit or reverse this for people generally. It has been so good.

The photos don’t show faces
because of safeguarding but
give you some idea of the fun
we all had………………
Ending in singing Away in a
Manger to the light of the candles……
We feel we are putting HTC to
good use!! We look forward to
you joining us soon!

Here we are, going in to lunch at the Parish Centre on the 17th October, with
our parish church (St John the Baptist, Kirkheaton) in the background. Our
home is just beyond the church, off the picture to the right. Judith rejected the
idea of including the wheel-chair in the scene.

Harvest Lunch Sunday 6th October 2019

Nick as Sir Percy Nunn

Jean as Sophia Bligh

Janet as Alice Leacock

Jonathan as Werner Bötch

Fr. Michael as Rev. Rowe

Ron as João Almada MBE

harvest offers for
the soup kitchen

If you are a budding actor
and you think you might
like to join us in our next
production. Please contact us at Holy Trinity by
any of the emails or telephone numbers on the
back page.

Michael as Gen. Robert Pratt

This could be you

Toby as Prof. Langerhans

Meet the Residents

The Poppy Appeal 2019

Picture the scene, Saturday 2nd November the sun is beginning to set in the west
and as we wander around the graveyard of the British Cemetery, several figures
can be seen hovering close to some of
the graves. Perhaps souls of the departed but in reality thespians plying there
craft, bringing to life the stories of some
of our most famous residents. So it was
very appropriate that our little play
should fall on All Souls Day.
Around 40 people attend the evening,
firstly meeting “our residents” at their
respective graves before retiring to the cemetery chapel to learn at little more
about each of the friends interred in our cemetery.
The most visited and most famous of our residents is Professor Paul Langerhans. Well known to medical students
and anyone who has studied biology. Who can forget his
islets but did you know he also has a species of marine
worm named after him.
Another famous resident is Sara Forbes
Bonetta Davis , God daughter to Queen
Victoria. We also have Knights of the
Realm, Generals and of course famous
Madeira Wine Merchants.
There were also tragedies like the boiler explosion
on HMS Blake in 1903. Three souls lie in the
graveyard . The Lakonia caught fire off of Madeira
in 1963 , with many souls lost. Some are also in
this graveyard .
Here is the list of the names of those we met, may
their souls rest in peace:- LADY SOPHIA BLIGH ;
REV. RICHARD THOMAS LOWE; ALICE LEACOCK;
SARAH FORBES DAVIS; PROFESSOR DR. PAUL
WILHELM LANGERHANS; GENERAL ROBERT
PRATT; SIR THOMAS PERCY NUNN DSc; JOHN
DANIEL NUTTING (HMS BLAKE); WERNER BÖTCH
(LAKONIA); JOAO ALMADA MBE;

The Royal British Legion Funchal. The total raised by
the Branch, so far this year, towards the Poppy Appeal is €4,293.78 . This includes the Remembrance
Dinner, 50% of the Remembrance Service Collection
and collections in the Port and local schools and
hostelries. Thank you to all the volunteers.

Remembrance Sunday Service
10th November
A congregation of 191
attended the Service of
Remembrance. The collection of €800 was split
equally between the Royal
British Legion and the Liga
dos Combatentes .
(A team from the Church/
British Legion headed by
Fr. Michael presented
€400 to Lieutenant Colonel
Bernardino Laureano of
the Funchal branch of the
Liga dos Combatentes on
14th November.)

A Garden Reception was
held after the service for all
those who helped with the
service and the fund raising
events. A team of 15 volunteers covered the collection from the port whilst
members of the International Sharing School collected in the town. 44
British Legion members
and friends raised €425 at
a Remembrance Dinner at
the “hotel school” on
Thursday 8th November.

