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In times past, Easter marked the time for folks to wear new clothes, clean
the home, sweep out winter’s dust, tend the garden, and strew dirt floors
with aromatic herbs for warmth, cushioning and natural pesticides. There
was a well-established belief that the sun danced for joy as it rose on Easter.
(“At Easter, let your clothes be new; or else be sure you will it rue.”)
The Venerable Bede believed Easter was derived from Eostre, an AngloSaxon goddess of spring. Some scholars aren’t completely convinced by
Bede’s evidence, but some facts appear certain: April was called Estormonath in Germanic languages around Bede’s time. And the Anglo-Saxon
word eastre is linked to several Indo-European words signifying dawn. In
other words, new beginnings have been celebrated around this day for a
very long time. Easter has long celebrated the rebirth of nature.
It has long been said that fertile folks can “breed like rabbits.” No wonder
many ancient cultures associated rabbits and hares with fertility,
regeneration and spring. Old folklore believed rabbits cured sterility or
difficult pregnancies. And of course there are the eggs, which also represent
rebirth and fertility to many ancient cultures. As historian Ronald Hutton
writes “The bird’s egg has always been one of the most ubiquitous human
symbols of new life in general and of spring in particular.” Ancient Greeks,
Persians, Egyptians and Romans exchanged eggs during spring festivals.
King Edward I once purchased and decorated 450 eggs in gold leaf to
distribute among his royal entourage. By the 17th century, Germans were
exchanging decorated eggs at Easter – especially among young lovers. In
Central and Eastern Europe, egg decoration has become a true art form.
Ukrainian Easter eggs – called “pysanka” – are especially popular. And who
can forget the fabulous Faberge eggs created for the Russian Tzars?
Diamonds, rubies, emeralds and sapphires adorned these exquisite eggs that
often depicted important moments in Russian history.
Easter and the days right afterwards kicked off the spring fairs and
festivities in past centuries. Depending on what day the holiday was
celebrated that year, Easter often ushered in warm-weather activities like
Morris dancing, may poles, horse-raising and sporting events in England
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries.
An odd tradition around Easter was the custom of wishing success to one’s
farm crops in a similar way to “wassailing” apples around
midwinter
and the New Year. On Easter afternoon, farmers would
wander around
their corn or wheat fields with plum-cakes and cider, making toasts to the
health of their plants. For example, farmers in Herefordshire were said to
recite these words as they saluted their corn crops:
“Every step a leap, every leap a sheaf,
And God send the master a good harvest.”

FOR ALMOST FORTY days we have been on a pilgrimage, journeying with Jesus from the desert to Jerusalem. He faced the
three infamous temptations from the “father if lies” representative of our own struggles with life. And then we followed in Jesus’s
footsteps as he travelled the Holy Land healing, teaching, forgiving and consoling. In these last few days we will witness his triumphant entry into the City as “the prophet said it would be”! We
will sit at the table in the Upper Room, watching as he washes his
Apostles’ feet and institutes the Great Sacrament. We will weep
with him in the in the Garden of Gethsemane as he prays for
courage., and we will watch with horror as the events of Good Friday unfold, walking partway with him as he staggers along with
his Cross. We may even join his friends to hear his final words
again from a distance. We will be shocked by the humiliation, the
violence, the forgiveness and the nails.
20th March PALM SUNDAY
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
11.00am Par ish Communion with the
Blessing of Palms and procession from the
garden into Church followed by The Liturgy of
The Palms
24th March MAUNDY THURSDAY
Passover supper & Eucharist in the Trinity
Rooms at 6.30pm. Followed by an opportunity
watch with Christ in the Gethsemane Garden in
the Church.
25th March GOOD FRIDAY
Stations of the Cross in the Garden 12.00noon,
Veneration of the Cross, followed by Holy
Communion

Gwen & Larry organised a Fish-n-Chip Supper
and Quiz evening with Quizmaster Ian Rennie in
the chair! A really successful night it was too,
since the money raised goes a very long way
indeed to buy the flowers for the Festival.

And of course we know how the journey ends - with
uncontainable joy. JESUS IS ALIVE and our pilgrimage
continues, commissioned by him to continue his work healing,
teaching, forgiving and consoling as we carry our crosses toward
our own resurrections.
HAVE A HAPPY & BLESSED EASTER,
Alleluia!

EASTER SERVICES AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
11am Holy Communion (Common Worship)

WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Every year, on the first Friday in
March, church services are held all
around the world, in some 170
countries to express the hopes and
concerns of Christian women. All
people are welcome at the services
which use an order of service written
by the women of a different country
each year. This year's service was
written by the women of Cuba and
expressed their hopes for the future by
using the theme "receive children,
receive me". We, here in Holy Trinity,
Funchal, were very pleased
to welcome
Mrs Thelma
Texeira and childr en
from the International
School who performed a
short drama based on Jesus
words from the tenth
chapter of St Mark's
Gospel. Our congregation consisted of a number of visitors as well as
our regulars and an offering for the continued work of the WWD of
Prayer committees to alleviate suffering of Christian communities in
difficult areas of the world.

Nearly every Sunday visitors ask me about our friend and my
predecessor, Neil Dawson, So I have asked him, to write us a note for
this edition of our magazine to tell us himself “what he is up to”!!
Fr Neil writes:
“John has said that a number of people have kindly asked what I
have been doing since my retirement and invited me to let people
know in a short article. Actually it is me who says “short”. John is
far too polite to say such a thing.
After I returned to London I decided quickly to sell my house and
move to a flat. I have bought a flat in a large thirties mansion block,
no garden no stairs, but we do have lifts and porters and security. It
is on a busy bus route with shops and restaurants and the station,
with a fifteen minute journey time to Victoria, is four minutes walk
away.
I made contact with my local Parish Church, St Leonards, the medieval church of the old village of Streatham with a lively mixed congregation, and an enthusiastic woman Rector. It took time to arrange the necessary permissions from the Bishop but I have joined
the rota there and also help out at the church of a friend who is a
Vicar in Sydenham. Vicars rarely actually retire!
I have kept my contacts with the Diocese of Europe and have so far
covered as Locum in the Parish of St Andrew’s Tangier for a month
and St Vincent Algarve for two months. It was very useful to be able
to speak some Portuguese! St Andrews must be the only church in
the world with an elaborate carved wooden roundel over the altar
with “God is great” the morning call of the Muezzin, carved in Arabic. I went to Tangier just after the attacks on tourists in Tunisia,
next door to Morocco, and was a bit concerned how Christian might
be treated but in fact people could not have been more friendly. The
guardian of the Church there is Moslem. This year I am planning
time in Genoa, Pau and possibly Kiev.”

CHAPLAINCY SAFEGUARDING
The Diocese issued a revised Safeguarding Protocol in December 2015
which had immediate effect. The Protocol is in place to protect and
safeguard children, young persons and adults who may be vulnerable,
and places on all churches a duty to provide a safe and secure place for
vulnerable groups.
The Protocol requires that all chaplaincies comply in full with its
requirements, and the Church Council of Holy Trinity recently adopted
a protocol for local use which is displayed on our noticeboards,
and provides a clear statement of our responsibilities towards vulnerable
people. We are in the process of recruiting a volunteer to become
our Safeguarding Officer who will be responsible for the operation of
the policy, liaison with the Diocese and keep all safeguarding records.
For all those coming into contact with vulnerable groups there may be
safeguarding checks for individuals.
The policy places a responsibility on us all to be vigilant, and to take all
issues seriously, and to ensure that they are investigated and remedial
action taken where necessary. The policy equally applies to non
Chaplaincy groups using church premises.
The Protocol sets out examples of potential abuse, and these range
from physical and sexual abuse to self neglect and spiritual abuse, with
many other potential forms of abuse in between these.
For members of our congregation the requirements are that the Protocol
must be observed. If a member of our congregation becomes aware of
any abuse taking place, or the potential for abuse, then this must be
brought to the attention of the Chaplaincy Safeguarding Officer. In
raising concerns it does not matter how slight your concern is, and you
do not have to have proof before you report a potential safeguarding
issue.
If you require further information about safeguarding detailed
information can be found on the Church of England website
(www.churchofengland.org) or you can talk to the Chaplain, John Blair,
or myself.
Bobbie Pote, Church Warden
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Access: This is probably our weakest area at present. Access has to be
by arrangement, accompanied, and kept within the archive area in
church. Also, the contents of the archive are not themselves indexed –
this is a potentially huge task, far larger than the work done so far, and
it has barely begun, but it is what can make the material much more accessible. At present, dipping into the archives anywhere is like
plunging into the middle of the haystack without any idea in which
direction to start looking for the needle, if indeed there is one.
Confidentiality is also a priority factor in relation to the more recent
material. I shall be able to respond to people interested in accessing the
archive during my present stay in Madeira, up to late April 2016.
From the outset, the Director
and staff of the ARM have
shown close and supportive
interest in what we are doing.
The ARM is a state-of-the-art
public archive, with excellent
staff and facilities. They have
expressed the wish to have a
formal agreement with Holy
Trinity, whereby over time our
material would be properly
catalogued, digitised and given
preservative treatment by them.
It would thus become part of the
Madeira Regional Archive, ensuring its proper permanent preservation
and accessibility, with all the original material remaining in the
church’s possession. We hope to proceed in this direction as soon as
the ARM are able to do so, and that our present ‘low-tech’ archive will
serve adequately in the meantime.
Since coming into being last year, the archive has attracted relevant
material from other sources, as well as receiving new material on an
on-going basis.
Bill Weston
February 2016
Thank you Bill, we hope you will tell us in subsequent articles
something of what you have discovered.

The Holy Trinity Church Archive 2016
For many years, whenever happening to be in the upstairs part of the
“English Church”, I had been variously attracted, stimulated and worried
by the sight of the jumbled piles of unsorted old documents, minute books,
etc., heaped in odd corners, dusty, cobwebbed, and flapping and rustling
lightly in the air currents. Then, encouraged and helped by a friend, and
authorised by the Church Council, I was at last able, in 2014-5, to make all
this into something resembling a respectable archive. It has been a great
pleasure to come back in early 2016, to be able to build on that, and take
the work on a little further.
The archive, in contrast to
documents, correspondence etc.
in current use, is the church’s
collection of historic original
documentary material dating
from its beginnings at the start of
the 1800s to the present day.
The essential functions of an
archive are to preserve the
material, to have it properly
recorded and catalogued, and to
provide access to it.
Proper
archiving uses sophisticated technology, and internationally recognised
professional training, skills, methods and standards. The Holy Trinity
Church archive at no point matches these, but aspires to the best possible
within the resources we have.
Preservation: The material is now kept all together, under lock and key in
a clean and secure area tucked away in the upper part of the church. Most
of it is in special boxes kindly given to us by the
Madeira government
public archive (Arquivo Regional da Madeira – ARM); and in cupboards
which although not of archive-quality are dedicated to the purpose. It
hardly needs saying that we are not able to provide the proper atmospheric
conditions for archive material, or the preservative treatment to prevent its
further deterioration. But within these limits, the church’s historic
documents are in safe keeping.
Recording: We also now know what we have. Without using the
sophisticated international classification/cataloguing system that is the
mark of a professional archive, all the contents are systematically recorded
and indexed, 300-400 individual items, from tiny torn old scraps of paper
at one extreme to leather-bound volumes and box-files etc., of several
hundred pages at the other, in “Accessions Registers” and an Index.

CARNIVAL SUPPER
FEBRUARY
2016

70+ people attended the Irish Lunch in the garden on
Mothering Sunday.
Well done Master Chef Jonathan Calvert and his team!
Ricardo captured the event in watercolour.

